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In the Houfe of Repre/éntatives, 
May 39, 1770 =~ 


ESOLVED, That Mr. Gardner 
R of Cambridge, Mr, Remington, 
"~~ and Mr. Gardner of Stow, be a 
Committee to return the Thanks of 
this Houfe to the Rev'd Mr. Samuel 
Cooke, for his Sermon preached Yefter~ 
day before the General Court, being 
the Day of theElection of Councellors; 
and to defire of him a Copy thereof 
for the Prefs. z 


; Ai teft. 
Samuel Adams, Clerk, 
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ranf{p rting reflection !—when_ his flefh 
id his heart failed, and his glory was con- 
figned to duft. 


From -this,. and many other paflages, “in 
the facred oracles, it is evident, that the fu- 
preme Ruler, tho’ he has direéted to no par- 
ticular mode of civil government, yet allows 
and approves of the eftablifhment of it a- 
mong men. 


The ends of civil government, in Divine 
revelation are clearly pointed out—The cha- 
racter of rulers deferibed,—and the duty of 
fubjeéts afferted and explained:~ And in this 
view, civil. government may be confidered 
as an ordinance of .God 5 and when juftly 
exercifed, greatly fubfervient to the glorious 
purpofes of divine providence and grace.— 
But the particular form is left»to the choice 
and determination of mankind. 


: In a pure flate of nature, government is 
in-a great meafure unneceflary ; private pro- 
perty in that ftate is inconfiderable, men 
need no arbiter to determine their rights;— 
they covet only a bare fupport,—their ftock 
is but the fubfiltence of a day,—the uncul- 
tivated defarts are their habitations,—and 
they carry their all with them, in their fre- 

quent 
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hey are each one a law 
hich in general,is of force fufficient 
* for. their fecurity, in that courfe of life. — 


i e when mankind pee for- 
med i into colleétive bodies, or a focia 
re, are ss a L-inter- 


right even where Ae intentions ae 
—Temprtations to injuftice and violence in- 
ervaassa and the occafions: of them etal 


; nature, though enforced by 
of the Upright prdvetaiaiitaar, sc-ralivain 
the fons of violence, who have not the fear 


ok God: before their: eyes. 


ociety cannot long fabGn i in facie 
ftate—Their fafe ‘ety,—-their focial being de- 
pends upon the cftablithaacie of determi- 
nate rules or laws, with proper penalties to 
‘enforce them; to which individuals fhall be 
fubjeéted:—The laws, however wifely a- 
dapted, cannot operate to the public fecurity, 
unlefs they are properly executed ;—The 


-vexecution of them, remaining in the hands 
of 


of the whole community, leaves individuals 

to determine their own rights, and in effect, 
in the fame circumftances, as ina ftate of * 
nature. 


The remedy in this cafe is folely in the 
hands of the community. 


A fociety emerging from a ftate of nature, 
in refpeét to authority, are all upon a level, 
—no individual can juftly challenge a right 
to make, or execute the laws, by which it is 
to be governed, but only by the choice, or 
general confent of the community.——The 
people, the collective body, only have a 
right, under God, to determine who fhall 
exercife this truft for the common intereft, 
and to fix the bounds of their authority. 


And confequently, unlefs we admit the 
moft evident inconfiftence, thofe in autho- 
rity, in the whole of their public condua, 
are accountable to.the fociety, which gave 
them their political exiftence. 


This is evidently the natural origin, and 
ftate of all civil government,—the. fole end 
aad defign of which is, not to.ennoble a 
few, and enflave the multitude, but the pub- 
lic _benefit,—the good of the people, 

that 
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thatthey maybe proteéted in their pérfons; 
4nd fecured in® the enjoyment of all ‘their 
rights,—and be enabled to lead quiet:and 
peaceable lives in all godlinefs and honefty. 


~ While this: manifeft defign of civil go# 
vernment, under whatever form, is kept in 
full view; the reciprocal obligations of ru- 
jers and fubjeéts are obvious, and the extent 
of prerogative and liberty, will be indifputa- 
ble. 
- In acivil fate, that form is the moft elis 
gible which isbeft: adapted ‘to promote the 
ends of government,—the benefit of the 
community ;—reafon and experience teach 
that a mixed government is:moft conducive 
to this end. Ey ae ey syed 


© In the prefent imperfeé ftate, the whole 
power cannot with fafery be entrufted with 
. a fingle perfon ; nor with many,acting joint- 


Jy in the fame public:capacicy. 


Various branches of power, concentring 
jnthe «community from:which they origi- 
nally derives their authority, are a mutual 
eheck to each other, in their feveral depart- 
ments, and jointly fecure the common:inte- 
reft: This may indeed,in fome inftances,re- 
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- tard the operations of government, but will 
add dignity to. its deliberatercountels, and 
weight to its diftattsi on od bas 


-joaen bos denilheg tls meesvibok sins; 
This, after many dangerous confliés with 


arbitrary power, is ndw the-happy -con ftitu- 
tior of our parent: fate.——We rejoice in the 

dines of our > nation.—may no. weapon 
formed againtt ir profper-—may it be preferv+ 
ed inviolate till time fhall be nommore. 


This, under God, has caufed Great Bri- 


geftored the dignity of royal aut! ori —— 

sendered our Kings truly benefadtorss «> 
. "The Princesupon the Britith throne car 
have noreal intereft diftinet {rom:his fubjects; 
his crown is his inheritance—his kingdom 
his ‘patrimony, which» he mutt be difpofed te 
improve, for his own, and bis family’s inte- 


reft—his highei glory is to-rule over'a free . 


people, and reignimthe hearts of his fub- 
jects—The Peers who are lords of | parlia- 
‘ment, are his hereditary council,—TheCom- 
mons, elected by the peopte, are:confidered 
as the-grand:inqueft of the kingdom ; and 


-while-incorrupt, ate a check upon the high- 


eft offices inthe ftate. 


& 


ei] 


€ satihtecen center> forméd and 
fupported, asa late writer chas obferyed, tan 
i not eafily be fubverted,but by.the prevalence 
of VenaginprAutles Apel eansse of the peo- 
ple. - otis Spade ocguiinsa: $0) 5° sulgitsci9 
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How far fep enni 1 parliaments conduce 


ther this.is not San saraga tee 
_ conftitution,is not forse £0 diabine 


- But the beft. coblineionds Sceakcole oe 
fidered, is only as a Tine which. marks.out 
vinous as a fitly orga : 
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we? - The advantages of cisil gove ernment, even 
ander the Britith ented oso wom 
the chara@ter and condu& of thofeto whom 
aha adminiftration is —" road 


“When: the sighteoms. are in ee the 

people: rejoice > butswbencthe:: wicked 
eth rule; the peoplogiaments® qs s9n3bwu 
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The Mott Diah, therefore, who is as in 

all his ways---good to all--- and whofe com- 

-gnands» firike dread, has. ftridly enjoined 

faithfulnefs: uponall thafe who are advanced 

. ¢0 any eit of public trufti's:. 16 sets 
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Rulers - this charaéter, co-operate with 
Goi, in his gracious difpenfations of pro» 
--widence, and under him, are diffufive blef- 
fings to the people :and:are compared to 
the light of the morning, when the fu 
rifeth, even a caeg wie clouds. 


Bye hee in the text, is eitindd not 
only the King as fupreme ; but alfo every 
one in fubordinate place of power and truft, 
whether they aét in a legiflative or execu- 
* tive’capacity, or both :—In whatever ftation 
men att for the public, they are. included in 
this general term——and muft diredt: 4 
onduét by the fame’ i 


Juftice as here expreffed; is not to be ta~ 
ken in a limited fenfe,but as a general term, 
including every quality neceflary to be exer- 
cifed for the public:good, by thofe who ac 
cept the cher of it. 
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-=Jalliok amatbibies: -. maeany alte fos 
prudence and clemency ; otherwife it’ will 
Sgacnerstc into rigor and oppreffion. | 

Sere See ot Heer 
1'Ebabeodioheters charge given to- rikersjic is not 
aiiiahamands injunction oonaiel by God ; 
but is founded in the mof ebridus laws of 
pateite and reafons) 2% 
wil & fale 
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R are appointed for this very end— 
minifiers of God for good—The peo- 


ae 


+ ple have a right to expect this from them, 


and to require it,. not as.an act of grace, 
but as their unqueftionable due.—It is the 
exprefs or implicit condition, upon which 
they were chofen, and ‘continued in public 
office,—that they attend continually upon 
this very thing. 


Their time—their abilities—their au- 


‘thority, by their acceptance of the public 


truft, are confecrated to the community, and 
cannot, in juftice, be with-held ;—they are 
obli ~eilieealsé welfare of the people, 

d exert all their powers to promote the 


common intereft\| 


This continual folicitude for the common 
good, however deprefling it may appear, is 
what rulers ofevery degree have taken up- 
‘on themifelves ; and in juftice to the people, 
—in faithfulnefs. to God, they muft either 
fuftain it with fidelity, or refign their office. 


» ‘The firft attention of the faithful rulet 
will be tothe fubje&ts of government, in 
their fpecific nature ;—He will not forget 
that he ruleth over Men— Men, who are of 


the fame {pecics with himfelf, and by nature 


net equal— 
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equal—Men roe are sli off of God, 
oa alike formed after his he orig ot 

en of like paffions and Ha ed him- 
felf, and.as: men, in th 
mon Creator 


who have raifed him sonpaivibtad ~~ Gerce 
him. in the exercife of it—Men'who are rea- 


beings, and can be fubjeéted to no 
human reftri@tions, which are not. founded 


in reafon ; and of the fitnefs of which they 
may se : eanyipied Wet who are moral 
under the 2 
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unlimited. fubjection to. any halons 
Men whom the Son of God hath condef 
cended to ranfom, and dignified their ‘ae 


pene rap beporiing the fon. fo ie 


Mer, ile See the suniiiie rightin 
every decent way;to reprefent to rulers their 
grievances, and feels redref. 


The people forfeit the rank ces hold in 
Geod’s\ creation, when, they filently yield 
this important point, and fordidly, like Iffa- 
Seewe under every: burden saree 
= thom. 


gst 
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eperty, and oaths his honeft co eh a 
“awith fecurity. 


The 


The jut ‘an fenfible heis in — 
the public, with an ib ‘hand, wilt _ 
_ fupply the various offices in os a } 
PRB ee ful---merit © 
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He wit not, without fufficient stenfons} 
multiply lucrative offices in the community; 
which naturally tends to ieoeeee idlenefs 
and Beppe cllices: ; 


ye: ftice scien ie. — of 


tereft, be proportioned to their dignity, and 
the fervice performed, for the public: 
“-Parfimony i in this cafe.enervates the force 
of government,’ and? fruftrates the moft pa- 
triotic meafures. A people therefore ‘for 
their‘own fecurity, muft be fappofed willing 
to pay tribute to whom it is due,and freely 
fupport the dignity of thofe — whofe 
protection’ ‘wey’ confide, * = =" - 
disees: 

On the other hand, the people | any appre- 
hend they have juft reafon’ to complain of 
oppreffion and wrong, and to-be jealous of 
their liberties, when fubordinate public offi- 
= are made ube tae — to wealth <a 
ea wea 
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ment, but sage rete 
liffipation. and luxury——of the fevereft anix 
okeien among candidates for public pofts, 


--and of eae ; the = 
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a 
sida their authority is circum{cribed.’ 


A free Rate wil no longer continue'fo,than 
while the on.is maintained entire 
i i chi ennd: “conneéions. worlf the 
everal members of the legiflative power: bes 
come seedy independent of each other, s 
produceth.a fchifm in the body politic 3a 
the effect is the fame, when the executive is 
inno. degree under. the controul of the les 

spower,--the balance : is deftroyed, 
and the execution of the laws ait to a 
trary siraek Besiiao bas aes RERATTHO > 

5 The Troma ivapclate teil ¢ power, as 
joint pillars,each bearing its due proportion, 
are the fupport,and the only proper fupport 
of a seen om th Paap formeds 
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ciincine which ‘cannot —— its 

ua weight) mutt fall—Ir mu be fappot 

ed eflentially deféstive in its fo Sadm 

aiftration. © 1? pei easter 
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Military aid has ever Beer Meet Al dane 

gerous to a free civil ftate ; and often has 


been cufed as an’ ‘effeatual te 
irs ” 
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ed 2 ~-'; gighiw 2 bmi s2 shdacs fn 
Thofe, whet the cpa fiethe field 
of battle, are our glory and defence 3 from 


sibs ee 
thought, in time or! pea 2, ry. impr 
fafe-guard, to a conftitution, wl icly has Li 
beep Brith Liberty, for its bats, —_— 


4 “When peagte are in fubje@ion to thiol, 
who are detached from’ their fellow citizens, 
under diftin® laws an wd ‘rites fupporred 
ihidlenefs and tuxury—armed with the ter- 
ester abah enc dec? tlie: oft abfolute 
command—ready and obliged to execute thé 
moft daring orders What. muft —what 
dns/been the confeqaence meh dgsawskog 
1199 idinter ‘arvwa Yilent’ legos. mael — 
nod Git 1% 
Tatieecalfo requires’ of indi in thei lee 
7 Yevs capacity, that they attend*to the 


eration of their owh aas oe pel 
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‘Stability. j in promoting the onbte pe 
wh lich juftice,demands, leads to a changé.of 
es when the. intereft of the commu 
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‘ity requires it ; which muft often bethe 
| cin this Seascape 2S fate, = 


“The jult dati tis 
critically infpeéted ; but will 


conduc 
“phoofe tc recominend himfelf to the appro- 


bation. of every man.---As he ¢ s to be 
paeaiee confcience fake, he’ Sasekie 
nothing inconfiftent with its diftares; and 
he defirous that the moft fcrupulous mind 
may acquiefce i in the juftice of his rule. 


AS in his ‘whole adminiftration, fo in this, 
he will be ambitious to imitate the fupreme 
Ruler---who appeals to his people; Atesnot 


my ways equal.? 


-/ Knowing therefore that his condué will 
bear ‘the light, and his public charaéter be 
eftablifhed by being fully known—He will 
rather encourage than difcountenance a. de- 
centfreedom of {peech, not only in public 
affemblies, but-among the Pearle. 


This liberepad is . effential toa free conftix« 
tution, ape, the rulet's fureft guide. 


Asin nature we bett judge of caufes by 
their effeéts—So rulers, hereby—will receive: 
the fureft information: of the fitnefs of their 

laws, 


laws, arid the exa@tnefS 6f their ed 
the fuccefs of their meafures—and whether 
they are chargeable with any miftakes, from 
partial evidence’ 6p “haman frailty——-and 
whether, all ating under them, in‘ 


erirearé jeer en m3 


their offices’ Bie D EE BE OCA Cl 
> sxethie. 559% at gee AP RAT ei. 
BBS aleeene” bere jut cpilde- itt 
confider not as his grant; but‘ a. right inHe~ 
rent in the people, without which their obe- 
dience is rendered ante paflive: = 
: nig ee etoy 
| yinddera?; jue “adit 
it may’ degenerate: elke Heceitionst 
which in its extreme, is fubverfive of - 
all government ; 3 yet the hiftory of hin ae 
and of our nation, fhews, that the 
dangers have arifen from: lawlefs power.” 


"The body:of a people'are difpofed to’ lead? 
quiet ‘and peaceable lives---and itis their’ 
higheft intereft'to fapport the government® 
under which their quietnefs is’ enfiired——-' 
They retain @ reverence for'their fuperiors, 
and feldom forefee or fufpe& danger, till 
ey feel their burdens. tile 


Relersob every degree, are ini a meaf uré 
hove the feat’ of man; but are equially 


CRs. ¥ vith 


22 
wih bee under the. cdi hii 
law. 
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Seboedioare government among pe somes. 
allows none to rule, otherwife, than’ under; 
him, and in his fear.—And without a true 
fear.of ‘God; juftice. will be 1 SER to be 
bye an empty name. 


Thou h reafon., ay-in fome. degree. in-, 
vefligate ss thee Soyo fitnefs dare ie 
yer. 1 think it evident, that moral obligations 

¢ founded. wholly in. a belief of God and. 
his fuperintending providence.. ° 


= This. boliee deeply impreffed onthe mind, . 
britigs the. moft convincing evidence, that, : 
men are moral agents,—obliged to aét, ac- 


cording to the natural.and evident. relation 


of things—and the rank they bear in God’s, 


creation ——That -the. Divine will, however 
made known to them, is the law. by which, 
alktheir actions mutt be sepnlnieds: and thele 
fate finally determined. 

Tilers may ina degree be influenced to 
act for the public good, from education---- 
froma defire of applaufe---from the natural: 


benevolence 


ice seonietien a --vtedl 7" 
ics feeble and inconftant, without” 

rior aids of religion. “They are men of 

fae poamane™ “with othe rs, and the true feat 


of God only,’ i8 fu ‘o-controul “the 
lufts of men 5 and oe Se luft of do- 
minion-— Bey: refs pride---ti pecs, OF e- 
very de n fo 


the never falling fource of wanton and S- 
a cious ‘pow er. . 


. So did ‘not Lefaid the Atidiitint' gover= 
nor of Essent = ee 


nage was not “harder no sed counte- 
fiance might appear.---But he feared his 
God.---Fhis moved him to hear the tries of 
his people, ‘and without ‘delay, redrefs their 
‘wrongs He knew this was pleafing to 
his'God,and while he aéted in his fear, trate 
ed he would think upon him for good.’ 


Ye THR FRO : not intend imp! y,a dread 
of the Ala hty, as the fupreme Ruler and 
Judge ' ‘of men*+-but efpecially, a filial reve- 
rénce,  fotnded “in efteem™ and “fuperlative 
Afove ¥mplanted in the heart :---This will na- 
turally 


“i f of G Bas! 
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And tho’ dominion is hot, abfolutely, 
fomeded i in grace ; yet a true principle of 
ign. Dat oda ast ee 
aR Re) 2h ? i 
Th religion of jefus: Rie = he vtrue 


ar of God, and marvellonfly di ripiathe 
Dg plan of Divine gevernment j—-— 


- In his gofpel, as thro’ a glafs, we fee hea; 
xen, opened----the myfterics of providence 
and Brace, unveiled----Jefus fitting on the 
right hand of God,---to whom all power is 
committed,---andceming to Je the ewer 
in righteoufnefs.. - oe 
» Here is dieccida to the admiration - of 
angels—the j joy of faints, and the terror of 
the wicked ; the government of the man 
Shut Jefas, feandeyt in ie and. esi 


to immortal glory. 
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in his glorious adminiftration meet to- 
in perfect harmony. ~~ ame 


The fceptreof “his kingdom is aright 
{ceptre ; he loveth righteot nefs and hateth 
switheancis. 9 eae ee : 
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yet he makes known to the 
fons of men his mighty a@s, and the glorious 
majefty of his kingdom.——-By him_ kings 
“reign, and princes decree juftice, even all 
the nobles and judges of the earch ———His 
eyes are upon the ways of men—His voice 
which is full of majefty, to earthly poten- 
tates, is, be wife now, O ye kings ; be in- 
- fttudted, ye “judges of the earth—ferve the 
‘Lord with fear, and rejoice in your exalted 
-fations with fabmiffive’ awe—embrace the 
‘Son, left he*be angry, and ye perifh from 
the way. pbk 
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- And tho’ his ¢ 
‘in the heavens; 
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Fs ae 2 seer bes: ‘thesdace: of. eve ite 
“fhine ; but renders the ruler, in ik: elevated ~ 
ation, glorionfly:refple Iplendlente:s<. ak 

tigitha So3 eee ‘GasV8i a. ee 
"This commands reverence to bis sae 
attention. to his counfels— refpeé to the 
‘Jaws—and authority -to.all: his dire&tions. — 
-And. renders an'-obedient people. sath: and 
“pares under his rule. 

£10 
~ Which leads to the, confideration,. of the 

‘aft _thing faggelted .in the.text, viz. The 
_glorions effects, of - pat asminiieaHOn < 4 


~government. oi 


ae And he hall -be as the Pe of the morn- 
ing when the: fun rifeth,. eyen a, morning 
without clouds—as the tendez grafs. fpring- 
ing out of the earth, by clear.thining after 
rain. a ereres ssi 3 


Swe 


—" a people. ma favored of the: Cake 


i ain itiee and judgment are the habitation 
of the throne of the Moft High; and he 
‘delighteth to honor thofe who-rule over 
_mren inhis fear—He has dignified them with 
a 


P 4 
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7 Pieaiss called them ina pe 


children’ of the’ re 
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©-And-we> are le to wonder, that in ine: 


darker ages’ of the world,from -worfhipping. 
the hg tS of heaven, the ignorant multitude 


5 


were 
neficent — ulers---whom. i 
‘The light of Divitichievidation nae difpel- 
led thefe mifts of’ faperftition and impiety, 
and opened to the pious ruler’s view;the:fure 
profped of © ~unfading | <glory-in -the life ca 
come :—And in the ‘prefent ftate he is not 
were a reward. 
ot sel3 2 TS3fIaS St ty S2..B 
To fhdecher tae condua meets with pub. 
tie approbation,—=rhat obe! ‘is acceptable to 
the multitade of his ‘brethren, greatly corro- 
orates his internal evidence of his-own ine 
‘cegrity atid impartiality,—and cfpeciallyy of 
his ability for public aétion-—And which 
is the height of his ambition in this ftate of 
ei ie = ene con 
‘ang: goes HOS ft 


to’ pa y < sok a to" their ee 


eS 


Pe ices 


The teats of idiatees not frei fordid 
~parafites,’ but the grateful,—the artlefs mul- 
qeotide;” theipious ruler receives as the voice 
he Dp 2 “of 
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of nature—the: voice sii his 
fupport under the weight « od 
and fixes his dependence upo’ eee 

Almighty, in s 
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How excellent in the fight of .G 
man, are rulers-of this character! | 


Traly the light is good, and a “pleafant 
thing it is to behold the fun—Thus. defir- 
able—thus benign; are wife. and faithful 
rulers to a people, The beautiful allufion 
in the text naturally -illuftrates this. | 
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The Sun, as the center of the folar fyftem, 
conneéts the planetary worlds, and retains 
them in their refpedtive orbits: They all 
yield to the greater force of his attractive 
power,—and thus, with the greateft regula- 
rity Obferve the laws, imprefled upon the 
material creatiomss cil het e 


The Ruler of the day, as.on a. throne, 
fhining in his firength, nearly preferves his 
ftation, and under the prime agent, direéts 
‘all their motions—imparting light'and heat 
to his feveral/attendants, and the various be- 
ings which the Creator has placed upon 
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attendants, 
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, in pr portion to their diftance and gra= 
bear their part, to fupport che balance 
‘the gran machine. pease ee ot. 
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The natural effeet of this is guictnefs and 
peace, as fhowers upon the tender grafs, and 
fhining after rain. ee 
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‘n this cafe a.loyal people muft be happy 


and fully fenfible that they are fo---while 
they find their perfons in fafety—-their liber- 
ties preferved----their property défended,---- 
and their confidence in their rulers entire. 


the neceflary expences of government 
will be born by the community with plea- 
fure, while juftice holds the balance, and 
righteoufnefs flows down their ftreets. | 


~ Such a civil ftateaccording to the natural 
courfe of things, muft flourifh in peace at 
home, and be refpectable abroad—private 
virtues will be encouraged, and vice driven 
into darknefs---induftry in the moft effectual 
manner promoted---arts and fciences patro- 
nized----the true fear of God cultivated,---- 
and his worfhip maintained. © ae 
_ This,---this.is their only invaluable trea- 
fure.---This is the glory, fafety and beft in- 
tereft of rulers---the fure proteétion and du- 
rable felicity of a people.---This, thro’ the 
Redeemer, renders the Almighty propitious, 
and nigh unto a people in all they call upon 
him for. : 
Happy muft the people be, that is in fuch 


a cafe—Yea, happy 1s the people whofe God 
is the Lord. But 


An. ile ion-Servion. 3 T 
. But ths affairs ay this i important day de- 
ed our. more immediate attention. F 


- With fincere. gratitude to. our Almighty 
Preferver, we fee the return of this Anni- 
verfary ; and the leaders of this people af- 
fembled, (tho’ not ‘according to the general 
_dcfire; in; the Ae of our folemnities)----to 
afc coun cl of God ; and as we truft, in 
the integrity of their hearts, and by the 
Akillfulnefs of their hands, to lead us in 
ways of righteoufnefs ants peace. 


erst 


ee o> feafon et is dark ; but God i is 
our aoe and fhiel 


? 


When we -confider the =. of old, and 
_the years ¢ of ancient time,—the fcene bright- 
jour hopes. revive. 


Mle Bathers tratted ‘in God,—He was 
their help and their. field, 


: Thefe « ever memorable worthies, nearly 2 
century .and-an half fince, by the prevalence 
- of fpiritual and civil tyranny, were driven 
from their delightful native land, to ‘feek a 
quiet retreat in thefe uncultivated ends of 


~ the | earth. 
Kc 


And 
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_And however doubtful it. might appear 
€ them or others, whether the lands they 
were going to poffefs, were properly bide 
the Englifh jurifdiaion ; 3 yet our anceftors 
were defirous of retaining a relation to their 
‘native country, and to be cGnkigered as fub- 
jeats of the famé prince. eae 


pe They left their native. land, with the 
ftrongeft affurances, that they and their pof- 
terity fhould enjoy the privileges of free 
“patural-born En, As fabjeéts ; which they 
fuppofed fully comprehended in their char- 
ter. .The. powers of government therein 
confirmed to them, they” confidered as in- 
cluding Englifh liberty in its full extent. ” 


* And however defedive their charter might 
bein form, a thing common in that day,— 
yet the fpiric and evident intention of i it, a2- 
_ pears.to be then underftood. = 

The referve therein’ made Bf paffing no 
_Jaws contrary to thofe of the parent, ftate, 
was then confidered as a conclufive evidence 
of their full power, under’ that reftri@tion 
only, to enact whatever laws they fhould 
dntge conducive to their benefit. 


a 
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- OurFathers fuppofed their purchafe of the 
| a@boriginals, gave them a juft title to the 
Jands—that [the produce of them by their 
labour, was their property, which they had 
an exclufive right to difpofe of—that a le- 
giflative power, refpeéting their internal po- 
lity, was ratified to them—and that nothing 
fhort of -this,confidering their local circum- 
ftances, could entitle them or their pofterity 
to the rights and liberties of free, natural- 
born Englith fubjeéts. 


And it does not appear but that this was: 
the general: fentiment of the nation, and 
_ They did not, then, view their American: 
adventurers, in the light ancient Rome did, 
her diftant colonies ; as tributaries, unjuftly 
fubjeéted to arbitrary rule ; by the dread or 
force of her victorious arms—But as fons, 
arrived to mature age—entitled to diftiné 
property,—yet conneéted, by mutual ties of 
affeétion and intereft, and united under the 
common fupreme head.—— 


The New-England Charter, was not con- 
fidered, as an aét of grace, but a compact, 
between the Sovereign and the firft paten- 
fees. F 
re ee E : Qur 


ockabeet =o 
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ufe and een 8 of the traévof land there= 

mentioned’; but alfo “full “and abfolute 
power ‘of governing: all the ‘people of this 
place) by men chofen from antong. them- 
felves, and according: to fac laws‘as they 
fhall from time to time fee meet to ) make and 
eftablith, not being | ep gne ant to 


bor of the par at clad ane filverthas thal 
be found here—for and in refpeé&t of all 
duties, demands,exactions and-fervices what- 
foever® “And fronvar rehénfion;that the 
powers’ giveh by thé crownto the fourcom? | 
oF thle fent here, werein effet fubverfive 
of their rights and- "government—they add, 
S# Weare carefully ftadious “Of <altsdue 

fubjetion to your ‘Majefty, and that not 
bia for Bien e for confcienee fake. pa 

« But i it is arprent: peice re- 
duced to fo hard a cafe, as to have no other 
téftntony of dur fabje&ion and? loyalty of- 
feréd-us but this, viz. to” deftroy - eur” own 
beige; whichnature zeacheth us-to preferve ; 
or fo Pig cs up our = whieh goed 
= earer 


=a fas" > depri ea ae 
hinteunt "3 a of, 
2 from our fathers ba 


so As an ‘honorable hiftor soi AL 
this time Gr Brisaid,-and | a Oe 
eially, was faffering, under. a: prince. int 

fo civil | ibereys re ee ce : 


tterscup, the dregs zo toeaip ane 
ahi people ih ; ang 
“pily fhort, but inglorious reign. — 3 
Stites Ao sicMadint ten sts ow fas: ¥ * 
nek iat Charter 2 a diffolved, -and- -defpoti¢ 


Biers co7k sposisvils aes 


in wantom-triumph, trampled) upon all our 
—< and rights---And his government was 

e, as it was a deliverance from 
‘the thocking t ‘terrors of then more -infamouis 


if eagete: 5 2 Boe ats > ae oe br. o> ix, 
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© Sir Edmund at fir made high profeffions 
of regard tothe public good---But it has 
beef obferved,--- “that Nero:concealed his 


tyrannical difpofition: more’ years than Sir 
Edmund and atest 2 


~ But the triumphing of the wicked‘is often 
fhor t. aie i i 


© The glorious revolution, under the Prince 
of Orange, difplayed.a brighter {cene to 
Great-Britain, and her colonies. — And tho’ 
no part of its ‘extended empire: did bear a 
greater part in the joy of that memorable 
event than this province,yet it was then ‘ap-. 
prehended we were not the greateft tharers 
in the happy effects of ir. hes 


I truft we are not infenfible of the blef- 
fings we then received, cnor‘unthankfal for 
our deliverance from the depths of “woe. 


“We fubmitted to the form of government 
eftablifhed andér our prefentCharter—truft- 
ing, under God, in the wifdomand paternal 
tendenefs of our gracious Sovereign----That 
in all appointments referved to the crown, a 
facred regard would be maintained ‘to. the 
rights of Britith fubjeéts ;---and that the.royal 
car would always be open to every reafona~ 
ble requeft and complaint. Ie 


An EleSionSérmon. 3? 
“tis far from my intention to determine 
nether there has been juft reafon for-uneas. 
inefs or complaint on this account———But 
with all fabmiffion, I prefume .the. prefene 
occafion will permit me to fay,——T hat the 
importance of his Majefty’s Council to this 


people appears,in. a shat gant nipicuous tigh. 
fince the endeavors which yave been ufed, to’ 
sender this invaluable branch’ of our con- 
ftitution, wholly dependent upon. the chair. 


Should this ever be the cafe, which God 
forbid----Liberty here will ceafe.———This 
day of the gladnefs of our hearts, will be 
turned into thedeepeft forrow... 
» Piphokiemtebenos be pion oad tite G32 
jefty’s Council, in various refpeéts, while 
happily free from reftraints, is momentous : 
our well-being greatly depends upon. their 
wifdom anddntegrity, © 69 4.9 om 

‘The concern of cleéing to this impor- 
tant truft, wife and faithful men, belongeth 
to.our Honored Fathers: now in GeneralAf- 


Men of. this charadter aientrnh-ase det be 
found, and.upon fuch, and-only fuch, -we 
prefume will the eye of the electors be-this 
. : Kt 


iy. 


artis 


oe It is with hesbore that we fee thi chéice 
am the hands of a very refpecable part of 
the community, and nearly ingerefted i in the + 
effects of it. > ea PRES F shSeeaet 324 Ciks 
af a SIM eee <1 9 sat SWE : 
But our ‘reliance, Fathers, under Go is 
upon your ating i in his fears: Mote: 


God ftandeth in the ‘Sembly of ao 
mighty, and perfeétly difcerns the. motives 
by 3 which you aét—May his fear rule in 
your hearts, a nerring counfel he - 
acai 


ae 
tf LESS. ema 


1d¢€, +S rage Date SIT ie 
od ays an appends Go. 75h 

You ea renetued a fure token’ of ref 
pet, by your being raifed to this high truft ; 
=—but true honor is seppies si by ag 
in: charaéter. Hat. een: J py at re 
~ Honor adele Geealniiisitcan 
the council-board----your, country-syour 
king---and your | God, oe ine. expe gos 
this day x make. nui 
LAMou wall Seer eubideesbé copes 
fign of all civil government; -and> without 
partiality, give your voice for thofe you 
judge moft capable and difpofed tc to’promote 
the public intereft+--Then you will haveithe 
fatisfaction of iti faithfully difcharget 


= 
: 


sf 


_ Of theMoftHigh. 
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"of ‘the approbation 
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your truft---and be'fi 


» ‘The chief command, in this province, is 
now devolved upon one of diftinguifhed 
abilities, who knows our ftate, and naturally, 
muft care for us*+One, who in early life 
has received from his ‘country the higheft 
tokens of honor and truft, in its power to 
beftow. And we have a right to expec, 
that the higher degrees of them conferred 
by our gracious Sovereign, will operate thro’ 
the courfe of his adminiftration, to the wel- 


“SS ee. SPS sear se 


. His Honor is not infenfible, that as _his 
power is independent of the people, their 
fafety mutt depend, under providence, upon 
his wifdom,---juftice, and paternal tendernefs, 
in ‘the exercife ‘of it. , ae 
Ste ists gp STARE 3's ; 
~ Jt is our ardent with 'and prayer, that his 
adminiftration may procure eafe and quiet- 
fiefs to himfelf, and the provirice.----And 
having ferved his generation according to the 
Divine will,-he may rife to fuperior ho 
nors in the kingdom of God. 


~ When the eleétions of this important 3 


Sre determined---what farther remains-to 
We Ree i 


undertaken 
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undertaken for the fecuring our liberties--— 
promoting peace and good order---and above 
all---the advancement of religion---the true 
fear of God thro” the land, will demand 
the higheft attention of theGeneralA flembly. 


We truft the fountain of light, who giv- 
eth wifdom freely, will not fcatter darknefs 
in your paths---and that the day is far dif- 
tant, when there fhall be caufe, juftly to 
-complain----The foundations are deftroyed ; 
what can the righteous do ? 


Our prefent diftreffes,Civil Fathers, loudly 
call upon us all, and you in fpecial, to ftir 
up ourfelves in the fear of God——Arife, 
this matter belongeth unto you, we alfo will 
be with you, be of good courage and do it. 


Whether any other laws are neceflary for 
this purpofe ; or whether there is a failure 
in the execution ‘of the laws in being, I pre- 
fume not to fay.---But with all due refpett, 
I may be permitted to affirm, thatno human 
authority can enforce the prattice of religion 
with equal fuccefs to your example. 


Your example, Fathers, not only in your 
publicadminiftrations, bur alfo in private life, 
will bethe moft forcible law----the moft ef- 

feétual 


=) 
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fe&tual’ means to teach us the fear of>the 


Lord, and to depart from evil., ‘ 

“Then, and not till then, fhall we be free. 
indeed=--being delivered from the dominion 
of fin, we become the true fons of God. 


The extent of the fecular power, in mat- 
ters of religion, is undetermined ;—but all 
agree,—that the example of thofe in autho- 
rity, has the greateft influence upon the 
manners of the people. 


- We are far from pleading for any eftab- 
}ighed mode of worfhip ; but an operative 
fear of God---the honor of the Redeemer, 
the everlafting King---according tohis gofpel- 


‘We whofe peculiar charge it is to inftruc& 
the people, preach to little purpofe, while 
thofe in an advanced ftate, by their practice 
fay—the fear of God is not before their 
eyes-—Yet will we not ceafe to feek the 
Lord, till he come and rain down righteouf 
nefs upon us. 


Ttraft, on this occafion, I may, without 
| offence—plead the caufe of our African 
 flaves ; and humbly propofe the purfuic of 
we E-  fome 
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fome effectual meafures, at leaft, to prevent 
the future importation of them. : 


«Difficulties infuperable, l apprehend, pre- 
vent an adequate remedy for what is paft. 


Let the time paft more than fuffice,where- 
in we, the patrons of liberty, have difhonor- 
ed. the chriftian name,—and degraded hu- 
man nature, nearly toa level with the beatts 
that perifh. 


Ethiopia has long ftretched out her hands 
to ws—Let not fordid gain, acquired. by the 
merchandize of flaves, and the fouls of men 
—harden our hearts againft her piteous 
moans. When God arifeth, and when he 
-vifiteth, what fhall we anfwer ! 

May it be the glory of this province— 
of this refpetable General Aflembly—and 
we could with, of this feffion, to leadin the 
caufe of the oppreffed.—This will avert the 
impending vengeance of heaven—procure 
you the bleffing of multitudes of your fel- 
jow men geady to perifh—be highly approv- 
ed by our conimon Father, who is’ no ref- 
peéter of perfons,—and we truft, an cxam- 
ple which would excite the higheft attention 
of our fifter colonics. _ 3 

May 
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“May we all, both rulers and people, in 
this day of doubrful expeétation, know and 
practice the things of our peace—and ferve 
theLord ourGod without difquiet, in the in- 
hheritance which he’granted unto our fathers. 


Thefe adventurous worthies, animated by 
fablimer profpeéts, dearly purchafed this 
land with their treafure——They and their 
pofterity have defended it with unknown 
coft,*—in continual jeopardy of their lives— 
-and with their blood. - 


Thro’ the good hand of our God upon 
us, we have for a few years paft been deli- 
-vered from the mer ilcfs {word of the wil- 
dernefs, and enjoyed peace in our borders— 
and there is in the clofe of our. fhort fum- 
mer the appearance of plenty in our dwel- 
lings ; but from the length of our winters, 
our plenty is confumed, and the one half of 
“our neceffary labour is fpentin difperfing to 
our flocks and herds,the ingatherings of the 

] foregoing feafon : And it is known toevery 
“perfon of common obfervation, that few— 
very few, except in the mercantile way,— 

tnie BG from 


® Be it far from me, O Lord, faid the ancient Hero, that f 
fhould do this ; is not this the blood of the men that went 
in jeopardy of their lives ? therefore he would not drink it, 

~<_Will not the like fentiments rife im a generous mind, 


“= ghruttinto our pof{cflioas ?———— 
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from one generation to another, acquire 
more than a neceflary fubfiftence,.and fuffi- 
cient to difcharge the expences of. govern- 
ment, and the fupport of the -gofpel—yet 
content, and difpofed to lead peaceable lives. 


~~ From mifinformations, only, wé would 
conclude, recent difguicts have arifen—they 
need not be mentioned—they are tao well 
known their voice is gone out thro’ all 
the earth---and their found to the end of the 
world. The enemies of Great-Britain 
hold us in derifion---while her cities and co- 
donies are thus perplexed, - - %) © == 


; ary 
America now pleads-her right to her pot 
effions---which fhe cannot refign, while,fhe 
apprehends fhe has truth and juftice on her 
fide. 137m 


Americans efteem it their greateft jinfelici~ 
ty, that thro’ neceffity, they are thus led to 
plead with their parent ftate—the land of 
their fore-father’s nativity; whofe jintereft 
has always been dear to them*—and whofe 
-wealth they have increafed by theirremoval, 
muuch more than their own. = 

They 


“# Their loff-e, and private expences, in watches, ‘gwards and 
garrifons for their defence, and from continual alaiims-—in 
all their” former wars—have greatly exceeded | the “publig 
charges, ‘ rE “ 
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--“Fhey have affitted in fighting her battles, 
, dnd greatly enlarged hér empireand God 

helping, will yet extend it thro’ the bound- 

Jefs defart, untill it reach from fea to fea. 


~"They glory in ‘the Britith conftitution, 
and are abhorrent, toa man;-of the MOR 
diftant thought of withdrawing. their alle- 
giance from their gracious Sovereign, and 
becoming an independent ftate. 


_ And tho’ with unwearied toil, the colo- 
nifts can now fubfift upon the labors of their 
own hands —which they muft be driven to, 
when deprived of the means of purchafe,— ‘3 
ever they are fully fenfible oof the orhutual 
-benefits of an-equitable-commerce with the 
parent country ; and chéarfully fubmit «to 
segulations of trade, produ€tive of the comr 


“mon in tereft, , 


Thefe their claims,theA mericans ¢onfider, 
‘noteas novel,or wantonly made, but fonand- 
ved in nature—in compa@—in their right,as 
fmen—and Britifh fubjecs The fame 
- which their fore-fathers the firft occupants 
“made, and afferted, as the terms of their re- 
»moval with their. effc&s into Ahis malder- 
: } “nels 
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pels *—and with which the glory and interet 


-of their King, and all his dominions, are © 


‘eonnetted. - 


May thefe alarming difputes be brought 
to a juft and fpeedy iffue—and peace and 


-harmony be. reftored. 


But, while in imitation of our pious fore- 
fathers, we are aiming at the fecurity of our 
liberties ; we fhould all be concerned to 
exprefs, by our conduét, their piety and vir- 


‘que. And in a day of darknefs, and gene- 
ral diftrefs,---carefully avoid every thing of- 


fenfive to God, or injurious to men. 


It belongs not only to rulers---but fubjeéts 
alfo, to fet theLord always before their face, 
and aét in his fear. 


While under government, we claim a 
tight to be treated as men ;---we muft aé in 
charaéter, by yielding that fubjeétion which 
becometh us.as men, ne 


Let every attempt to fecure our liberties 
be conducted with a manly-fortitude ; but 
\ with 


© It is apprehended, ‘a greater facrifice of private intereft to 
the public good, both of -Great-Britain and the Colonies, 
hath at. ne time been made, than that of the patriotic 
merchants, of this, and all the confiderable colonies, by 
their non-impertation agreement And whatever the 
effe&ts may be, ‘their names will be remembered with gra- 
titude to the Iaeft generations, by all true friends to 
Britain and her Calonies, : 


¥. 
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with that refpeétful decency, which reafon 
approves, and which alone gives weight to 
de mott falutary meafures. 


Let nothing divert us from the paths of 
truth and peace, which are the ways of 
God. and then we may be fure that he 
will be with us as he was with our fathers 
---and never leave nor forfake us. 


Our Fathers, where are they ?--They look- 
ed for another and better country, that is 
an heavenly. They were but as fojourners 
here ; and have long fince refigned thefe their 
tranfitory abodes, and are fecurely feated in 
manfions of glory. They hear not the 
voice of the oppreflor. 


We alfo are all ftrangers on earth ; and 
mutt foon, without diftinétion, lie down in 
the duft ; and rife not, till thefe heavens 
and earth are no more. 


May we all realize the appearance of the 
Son of God, to judge the world in righte- 
oufnefs ;---and improve the various talents 
committed to our truft ; that we may then 
lift up our heads with joy---and thro’ grace, 
receive an inheritance which cannot be taken 
away---even life everlafting. 


AMEN. 3 


